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THE CLAIMS; 

1 . (Previously Amended) 
comprising: 



A piezoelectric ignition mechanism 



first aatd second body mcmbeis moveable vnfb, respect to one another 
between a first position and a second position; 

a piezoelectric element assodated with one of the body manbeis; 

a plexor mcxnber associated with one of the body members; and 

an «i^gement portion associated with one of the body ©lembers; 

wheiXJixi in the first position the plexor member is releasably retained at a 
distance from the piezoelectric dement, and npon tnovemeot of the first and second body 
membeis toward the second position, the plexor member is released and driven to impaa 
the piezoelectric element, and the engagement portion is configured and dimensioned to 
receive at least a portion of the plexor member and is configured and dimensi oned to 
provide additional resistance against the release of the plexor member therefrom as the first 
and second body members move toward the second posilioiu 

2. (Original) The piezodectcic ignition medbanism of claizn 1, wherein one 
of ihe body members defines a retainizxg sur&ce for rdeasably r^aining the plexor member 
at a distance fiom tbe piezodcotdc elanent, and the engagement portion resists release of 
the plexOT member fiom tbe retaining surface. 

3. (Original) Ibe piezodectric ignition mechanism of daim 2^ wherein the 
engagement portion is disposed on the retaining sor&ce. 

4. (Original) The piezoelectric igmtion mechanism of daim 2, wherein: 
the plexor member defines a lug portion; 

the plexor member is jotatable with respect to the first and second body 

members; 

rotation of the plexor member with respect to the first and second body 
members causes the lug portion to be rdeased fiom the retaining Sttrface; and 

the engagement portion is configured and dimensioned to resist cdeose of the 
lug portion fiom the retaining snrfhce. 

5. (Original) The piezodectric ignition medianism of daim 4, wherein the 
engagement portion includes a curved sur&ce that at least partially sunonnds the Ing 
portion. 
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6. (Original) The piezodectric ignition mechanism of claim 4, wherein the 
engagement poition inchides a saw-toothf shaped portion. 

7. (Original) The piezoelectric ignition mechanism of daim 4, wherein the 
engagement portion is resilient 

8. (Qri^al) The piezoelectric ignition mechanism of claim 2, wherein: 
the plexor memher defines a lug portion; 

one of the body members defines a ramp sui&oe; 

ih& ramp surfece is configured and dimensioned to contact the liig portion 
and release the lug portion from the retaining surfece upon movement of the first and 
second body members toward the second position; and 

the engagement portion is on the raxxip sutface- 

9. (Original) The piezoclectiic ignition medianism of claim 8, wherein: 
the plexor member is lOiatable with respect to the first and sccojid body 

members; 

rotation of the plexor member with respect to the first and second body 
members causes the lug portion to be released fifom the retaining sur&ce; and 

the engagement portion is configured and dimensioned to resist release of the 
lug portion from the retaining sur&ce. 

10. (Original) The piezodectxic ignition mechanism of claim 9, wherein the 
engagement portion includes a curved sui&ce that at least partially surrounds the lug 
portion. 

1 1 . (Original) The piezoelectric igndtion mechanism of daim 9, wherein the 
engagement portion indudes a saw-tooth ^laped portion. 

12. (Original) The piezoelectric ignition mechanism of daim 9, wherein the 
engagement portion is resilient, 

13. (Original) The piezodectric ignition medianism of claim 8, herein one 
of the body members further defines a track subsmnrially adjacent to ttie retaining sur&ce, 
and upon rdease of the lug portion from the retaining surface* the lug slides in the track as 
the plexor member is driven toward the piezodectric dcmenL 

14. (Original) The piezoelectric ignition mechanism of claim 1 , further 
comprising a spring for biasing the plexor member toward the piczodcciric demcait 
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15. (Origiiial) Thepiezoeleciricigmtionmecliamsmof cla^ 
create a spark in a lighter. 

1 6. (Origiiial) The piezoelectric ignitioii mechanism of claim 1 , used to 
create a spark in a utility ligliter having a gas outlet disposed at an end of an 
extended-wand. 

1 7. (Previously Amended) A piezoelectric ignition mechanism 
coitiopiising: 

first and second body menibers moveable with respect to one another 
between a fix^t position and a second position^ one of tt»e body members defining a track 
and aretaimng surface substantially adjacent the track, the retaining stnface having an 

engiagement portion; 

a piezodectdc element di^osed on one of the body meoobers; and 
a plexor member lesiliently biasable toward the piesoelectnc element, the 
plexor member having at least one lug portion; 

wherem when the body members are in the first position, the tug portion is 
retained by the retaining surfece and the plexor member is lesiliently biasable toward the 
piezoelectric element, and when the first and second members are moved a pred^emuned 
distance toward the second position* the engagement portion is sized and configured to 
relcasably engage the at least one lug portion to provide resistance against tiic lug portion 
releasing fiom the ecgagcment portion. 

18. (Original) The piezoelectdc ignition mechanism of claim 1 7» wherem 
the lug portion cooperates with the mgagemeat portion to resist movement of the body 
menibers toward tiie second position. 

19. (Qrigmal) The piezoelectric igoitiion mechanism of claim 1 7, wherein 
flie eagagement portion includes a curved surface that at least partially surrounds the lug 
portion. 

20. (Original) The piezoelectiic ignition mechanism of claim 1 7, wherein 
the engagement portion includes a saw-tooth shaped portion. 

21. (Original) The piezoelectric ignition medianism of claim 17, wherein 
the engagement pc^on is resilient. 
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22. (Original) The piezodectric igiMtioii mechflmsm of claim 17, fiiriher 
comprising a spring for biasing the plexor member toward the piezoelectric element. 

23. (Original) The piezoelectric ignition mechanism of claim 17, used to 
create a spark in a ligjiter. 

24. (Original) The piezodectzic ignition mechanism of daim 17, used to 
create a spark in a utility lighter having a gas outlet disposed at an end of an 
e?etcnded-wand. 

25. (Currently Amended) A piezoelectric igmtion mechanism comprising: 
first and secojid body members moveable with respect to one another 

between a first position and a second position, one of the body members defining a track 
and a retaining surface substantially adjacent the trade, and the other one of the body 
members defining an engagement portion; 

a piezoelectric element disposed on one of the body msoabers; and 

a plexor member recently biasable toward the piezoelectric element, the 

plexor member having at least one lug portion; 

wh^etn wben the body members are in the first position, the lug portion is 
retained by the retaining sui&ce and the plexor member i$ lesilicatly biasable toward the 
piezoelectric dement, and when the fiist and second members are moved apredetennmed 
distance toward Hxc second position, die eugagement poition is sized and configured to 
yftl«ig^Mv p n paf e the at least one luR portion to tgpvide Te^ g»*»"^^- flpaincrt: the lupy t^Q'^Q^ 
releAAinfi ftom thc enfi; a ^emcnt nortjon rooioto rel e ase of tho lug portion from thn rat nimn c 

26- (Original) The piezoelectric ignition mechanism of claim 25, wherein 
thc lug pOTtLon cooperates with the eugagement portion to resist movement of the body 
members toward the second position. 

27* (Qri^al) ThepiezodectricigqitianTnechanismof claim 25, wherein 
the other one of the body members defines a ramp sur&ce fi»r rdeasing the lug portion fiom 
the training sur&ce^ and the engagement pottion is disposed on the ramp surface. 

28. (Original) The piezoelectric igmtion mecbnnis m of daim 25, wherein 
the engagement portion includes a curved sur&ce Hbst at least partially surrounds the lug 
portion, 
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29- (Original) Th^ piteodectric igniUaxi mechanisin of claim 25, wherein 
the engagement portion includes a saw-tooth shqied portion, 

30. (Original) The piezoelectric ignition mechanism of claim 25, wherein 
the CDgagement portion is resilient 

3 1 . (Original) The piezoelectric ignition mechanism of daim 25, further 
compfising a spring for biasing the plexor member toward the piezoelectric element 

32. (Original) The piezoelectric ignition mechanism of daim 25, used to 
create a spark in a lighter. 

33. (Qrigiiial) The pi^dectric ignition mechanism of daim 25, used to 
create a spark in anrility lighter having a g^s outlet disposed at an end of an 
extended-wand. 
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